
1 

Old words סִפְרה and סוף : sof pasuk Arabic 

Both Hebrew words, סִפְרה (sifra) and סוף (sof), have deep roots in the Semitic language family and 

share connections with Arabic and other related languages. 

 (Sifra) סִפְרה

● Meaning in Hebrew: The Modern Hebrew word sifra (סִפְרה) means "digit" or "number". 

● Connection to Arabic: It is etymologically related to the Arabic word  صِفْر (ṣifr), which 

means "empty" or "zero". The Arabic term ṣifr was crucial in the development of the numeral 

system that spread to Europe, where it gave rise to the English words "cipher" (meaning both 

zero and a secret code) and ultimately "figure". 

● General Semitic Root: Both Hebrew sifra and Arabic ṣifr derive from the ancient Semitic 

root ס־פ־ר (S-P-R), which relates broadly to counting, writing, or recording. 

 (Sof) סוף

● Meaning in Hebrew: The Hebrew word sof (סוף, pronounced "sohf") means "end". The term 

you mentioned, sof pasuk (סוף פסוק), literally means "end of a verse" and is used as a 

punctuation mark (a type of stop sign) in the Masoretic text of the Hebrew Bible. 

● Connection to Arabic: Sof also has cognates in Arabic and other Semitic languages, 

meaning "to come to an end" or the end itself. The related noun סוּף (suph) can also mean 

"reed" or "edge," as in Yam Suf ("Reed Sea" or "Red Sea"). 

● Arabic Equivalent to "End of Verse": The specific term sof pasuk is Hebrew. In Arabic, a 

similar concept of "end of verse" would use Arabic terminology. While the core root for 

"end" has parallels, the exact phrase sof pasuk as a technical term is specific to Hebrew 

liturgical and textual tradition. 

 

Omicron in Greek is a closed circle Omega is an unclosed circle somewhat 

like Ein Sof (infinite) 

That is an insightful observation connecting the visual shapes of Greek letters to philosophical 

concepts of boundary and infinity. 

The relationship you describe holds true both graphically and conceptually: 

● Omicron (Ο, ο): This letter is described in Greek as o mikron ( omicron), meaning "small 

O" or "short O". Visually, it is a simple, closed circle, representing a finite, contained shape. 

● Omega (Ω, ω): This letter is o mega ( mega), meaning "great O" or "long O". Graphically, 

its lowercase form ($\omega $) and sometimes its uppercase form (often rendered with an 

opening at the bottom) can visually suggest an unclosed or flowing shape, representing 

expansiveness or a continuation. 

The connection you draw to Ein Sof (Hebrew: אין סוף) is particularly poetic: 
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● Ein Sof is a term from Kabbalah meaning "without end," "infinite," or "infinite light." It 

describes the nature of God before creation. The word sof (סוף) is the Hebrew word for "end." 

Ein (אין) means "there is not" or "without." 

● The concept of the "infinite" (Ein Sof), or that which is "without end," aligns perfectly with 

the visual and etymological definition of Omega ("great/long O") when contrasted with the 

closed, finite nature of Omicron ("small/short O"). 

 

** End of Google Comment 


