
The Evolution of Linux: 1991–2026 
1. The Foundation (1991–1994) 

• 1991: Linus Torvalds in Helsinki, Finland releases Linux kernel 0.01 based on MINIX on 

September 17 to a small group of developers for free saying "just a hobby, won't be big or 

professional". Also, less pressure :-) 

• 1992: Linux kernel is relicensed under GNU GPLv2. 

• 1993: Slackware and Debian distributions are founded. 

• 1994: Linux kernel 1.0.0 is officially released for the Intel 80386 (i386) single-processor 

hardware platform. 

• Now a global community of volunteer programmers (over 100 core 

contributors by 1993) who provided components, drivers, and network support. 

• Also, the GNU Project, which provided crucial initial software support (like the 

GCC compiler and bash shell) required to make the kernel a complete, usable operating 

system. 

• Plus, the XFree86 Project, which provided the initial graphical user interface 

(GUI) support. 

 

2. Commercial Expansion (1995–1999) 

• 1995: Linux is ported to Intel Alpha and SPARC architectures. 

• 1996: Tux the Penguin becomes the official mascot; Kernel 2.0 drops. 

• 1998: Tech giants (IBM, Compaq, Oracle) announce official support. 

• 1999: Red Hat goes public; GNOME 1.0 is released. 

 

3. Enterprise & Cloud Dominance (2000–2010) 

• 2001: Kernel 2.4 introduces USB and ext3 support. 

• 2004: Canonical releases the first version of Ubuntu (4.10). 

• 2007: Google announces Android, built on the Linux kernel. 

• 2011: Linux kernel 3.0 is released, celebrating 20 years. 

 

4. Modern Era & Ubiquity (2012–2026) 

• 2014: Systemd becomes the standard init system for major distros. 
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• 2015: Linux Foundation launches Let's Encrypt and Cloud Native Computing Foundation 

(CNCF). 

• 2018: Kernel 5.0 development begins; Linux runs 100% of the top 500 

supercomputers. 

• 2020: Linux adoption surges in cloud environments and Edge computing. 

• 2022: Kernel 6.0 introduces major hardware performance optimizations. 

• 2024: Strict hardware updates and Rust infrastructure integrations in the core kernel. 

• 2026: Linux powers the vast majority of Global AI data centres and cloud backbones. 
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